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He had given her only two instructions. She was not to speak until he said she could. And she
was to wear, under her work clothes, lingerie that exposed everything that was private and
personal. Excerpt: Now he deliberately inspected her. He looked her slowly down and up,
smiling warmly once more into her eyes as he began to circle her. Although the strain of her
nerves continued to grow, she was relieved that he did not seem offended by her looks. In fact,
he seemed to like what he saw. And she certainly liked what she saw. Kurt was much taller
than she, nearly a foot more than her 54. His hair was light brown, perhaps a dirty blond, and
just short of being called curly. Although he was in his late 40s, the only gray visible was at
the very edge of his temples. He was clean-shaven, and well-dressed in a hunter green
business suit with a hand-painted tie. And he had a very nice smile. He stopped behind her,
and she felt his hands brush against her shoulders. His fingers slid under the edges of her
lapels, pulling the jacket off her shoulders. She heard his footsteps retreat softly on the carpet,
and the rattle of hangers as he hung the jacket. She had not been advised to stay still, but
Sherlynns anxiety held her in place until he returned. Facing her again, he caressed her hair
with one hand, digging into the bun until he found the single, oversized bobby pin that held it
in place. Released from its hold, her hair spilled in thick waves to her shoulders and beyond.
Come, he smiled, taking her arm and guiding her to a small, round table near the window of
the suite. Against a nearby wall was a wet bar, and on a tray atop the counter was a full pitcher
and two martini glasses, already poured. Outside was the spectacular view of the Las Vegas
Strip, with the desert and mountains in the distance. A film over the glass diffused the glare of
the hot desert sun. Kurt carried the tray to the table and set it down, then lifted the glasses and
handed one to Sherlynn as they stood next to the table. To a glorious beginning, he toasted,
and they touched the glasses together. He took a healthy sip, and Sherlynn tried not to wrinkle
her nose at the flavor of her small taste. He smiled, touched her wrist, and stroked her arm.
Drink it down, he said. They locked eyes as Sherlynn raised the glass to her lips, its tilt
following the pace of the liquid down her throat. Kurt placed his glass on the table, and when
Sherlynn finished, he took hers and removed the green olive before placing her glass next to
his own. He reached toward her lips with the olive, and Sherlynn instinctively opened her
mouth for it. He used it to trace her lips, and then placed one...
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